The Ancient Worlds of Asia
life and prosperity." It was held to have such magical powe that it was preserved by succeeding monarchs and was so hotl disputed in successions and changes of dynasty that on on occasion it was actually damaged. The Sung Empera claimed to possess it still, but with the last of them it disappeare for ever.1
Our journey eastwards has now reached its end, T object of your guide has been to make it exciting rather th voluminous, instructive to the layman rather than comp hensive to the scholar.
One further section must be added to the book. It c cerns something which happened a considerable time a this book was first written, something which takes us westw again but which serves nonetheless as a fitting postscript t< that has happened down the centuries. This is, of course, tc discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls.
1 From H, d'Arderme de Tizac: op cit.
226bout five hundred and thirty miles) from his capital. To avoid any disturbances or uprisings which his death might cause, the eunuchs decided to keep it secret. The coffin was transported in the Imperial carriage and hidden behind drawn curtains. Meals were served to the dead Emperor and the mandarins continued to make their reports and present their requests, the answers being supplied by the Grand Eunuch concealed inside. The great heat of the summer, however, soon made the stench unbearable and so a great load of salt fish was purchased and loaded on to the other carriages to disguise it. Thus the all-powerful despot, still commanding in death, took the long road home to his last resting-place where, amidst his inestimable treasure of gold, precious stones and jewels, he continued to reign over the earth and heaven whose images surrounded him.
